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MARINE TAXONOMY IN THE CHINA SEAS AND WESTERN PACIFIC OCEAN:
PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS
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(1. Laboratory of Marine Organism Taxonomy and Phylogeny, Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Qingdao 266071,
China; 2. Third Institute of Oceanography, Ministry of Natural Resources, Xiamen 361005, China; 3. Marine Biological Museum,
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Abstract Taxonomy is the fundamental discipline of modern biology, and correctly identifying and naming species is
the prerequisite for the conservation and resource utilization of marine biodiversity. In the early days, the taxonomic study
of marine organisms in China mainly focused on the shallow sea areas of China. After 70 years of development, the
composition and distribution of marine species in the sea areas of China have been recognized. In the past decade, Chinese
scientists have conducted deep-sea biological explorations and samplings more than ever before, expanding the marine
taxonomic research from shallow sea to deep sea. In general, the taxonomic study of many marine groups in China is not
sufficient, and the study of some groups has not been carried out yet. There are still a lot of unknown marine taxa to be
discovered and identified. In this paper, we reviewed the status quo and analyzed the trend of the progress in taxonomic
studies conducted by Chinese scientists in the China seas and the Western Pacific Ocean in the past particularly over the
past decade. Moreover, we proposed some ideas and suggestions on the future development of marine taxonomic research
in China, including the development direction, platform construction, supporting system, and so on.

Key words China seas; Western Pacific Ocean; deep sea; taxonomy; research progress



