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EMBRYONIC DEVELOPMENT AND PARALARVAL GROWTH OF OCTOPUS

VULGARIS
ZHENG Xiao-Dong*, LIU Zhao-Sheng’, ZHAO Na', AN Wen-Tai’,
YANG Shan-Jun?, LIN Xiang-Zhi?

(1. Fisheries College, Ocean University of China, Qingdao, 266003; 2. Third Institute of Oceanography,
State Oceanic Administration, Xiamen, 361005)

Abstract Octopus vulgaris was reared and bred indoors and its embryonic development and growth of paralarvae were
observed. The morphological characteristics of different embryonic stages were described. Sucker growth of paralarvae
was illustrated using scanning electronic microscopy. The results showed that mature eggs were (2.4+0.2)mm in length and
(1.2+0.1)mm in width. According to Naef (1928), the process of embryonic development was divided into 20 stages, with

twice reverses. The development of fertilized eggs required 25—35d before hatching at 20.4—23.6 . The average length

of newly hatched larvae was about 3.08 mm. The paralarval stage kept 28—33d at the hatching temperature of 25.2—22.8
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