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STATUS OF TROPICAL BIOLOGICAL COASTS OF CHINA: IMPLICATIONS
ON ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION AND RECONSTRUCTION

ZHANG Qiae- Min
(Op en Laboratory of Margin Sea Gewlogy and Palecenvironment, South China Sea Institute

Oceanology, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guangzhou 510301)

Abstract T his paper reviews the status of tropical biological coasts, such as mangroves and coral reefs, of
China for their distribution and extents, destruction of biological communities, coastal protection and manage-
ment, and scientific research, and the technical progress of ecosystem restoration and reconstruct bn. Tropical b+
ological coasts and the mangrove and coral reef ecosystems on them possess special resource value and eclogical
benefits, and have a great significance for socia and economic sustainable development in tropical coastal areas.

On the other hand, they are sensitive and vulnerable to human activities and natural environment variations.

T hey have relatively low direct economic benefits, and are easy to be extremely undervalued. As the society and
economy have been rapidly developing in tropical coastal area of China during the past 20 years, the stress of pop-
ulation, resources, and environment became progresively large. The mangrove and coral reef coastal resources
have been severely destroyed by ecwlogically destructive development activities and need urgent protection. Up to
now, athough the government has taken some measures for protection and management, incluging the relevant
law s, the natural reserves, the scientific research and experiments, and ecosystem restoration and reconstructon
techniques, the general worsening trend was not reversed yet. The research of tropical biological coasts has a spe-
cial importance for the coastal and estuarine environments resource sustanable development. Surveying, monitor
ing, assessment and research of tropical biological wasts should be strengthened to meet the needs of protection,

management, restoration, reconstruction and sustainable development of tropical biological coasts and relevant e
cosystems.

Key words Mangroves, Coral reefs, Tropical biological coasts, Ecosystem restoration and reconstruction,
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