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Fig. 4 Monthly variations of river and suspended sediment
discharges of the Yalu River Estuary
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Fig. 6 Monthly variation of water and suspended sediment discharges of
the Jinjiang River Estuary
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COMPARATIVE STUDIES OF ESTUARIES BORDERING
THE YELLOW SEA

Shen Huanting
(East China Normal University, Shanghai)

ABsTrRACT

There are distinct differences between rivers entering the Yellow Sea on its east coast and
that on the west coast. Relative to rivers on the east coast (Korea), rivers on the west coast
(China) have large water discharges and large sediment loads, but small tidal ranges. Because
of these factors, the estuaries on the west side have reached a much more advanced stage of
evolution, and have low filtering efficiencies. Chinese rivers make much greater contributions of
sediment to the Yellow Sea than do the Korean rivers. The southward shifting of the Chang-
jtang River Estuary, and the northward shifting of the Huanghe River Estuary into Bohai Sea
since 1855, have resulted in a net reduction of sediment input to the Yellow Sea.



