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THE EVOLUTION OF THE POYANG LAKE IN
QUATERNARY

Yang Dayuan
(Nanjing University)

ABSTRACT

Poyang Luke, the largest fresh water lake in China, lies to the south of the Chang-
jlang (Yangtze) River in northern Jiangxi Provinece. Omne of its characteristics is that
the annual amplitue in water level reaches to 9—13 meters or more and is mainly con-
trolled by the seasonal river flow. The present Poyang Lake was formed by the rise in
the water level of the Changjiang River since Holoceng.

Based on the study of the Quaternary cores in the Poyang Lake region, the author
recognized that there have been seven limnetic layers in existence since the Middle Ple-
istocene. Comparing the limnetic layers in the Poyang Lake regicn with the heights of
the world sea level in the same period, the limnetic layers can be correlated with the
world high sea level period, but are not consistent with the height of the world sea level
because the limnetic layers had been more or less eroded by river, wind aud other fac-
tors.



