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A NEW SPECIES OF THE FAMILY SERRANIDAE—
EPINEPHELUS STIGMOGRAMMACUS*

Cheng Qingtai (C. T. Cheng) and Yang Wenhua

(Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinmica)

ABSTRACT

This paper describes a new species of Serranidae, obtained from the South China Sea
in 1956—1964, Holotype and paratype specimens are deposited in the Institute of Oceano-
logy, Academia Sinica. The description of a new species is as follows.

Epinephelus stigmogrammacus Cheng et Yang sp. nov. (figs. 1—3)
D. XI-14; A. II1-8; P. 16 (scarcely 17); V. I-5; C. 17.
13-14
d) 62—63 ——
Scales (pored) 36-37

Body oblong and compressed. Depth 2.8—3.1 in standard length, head 2.3—2.4. Snout
4.0—4.8 in head, eye 4.6—6.2. Snout slightly pointed, longer than eye. Interorbital space
slightly convex, somewhat less than eye. Lower jaw projecting. Maxillary extending to below
posterior border of eye, the width of its distal extremity two thirds of eye. A pair of canines
on each side of symphysis in each jaw, followed by a patch of large depressible teeth; upper
jaw with a band of villiform and a row of large fixed teeth on outer side; lower jaw with
two rows of large teeth, the inner ones larger and depressible; teeth on palatines in a narrow
band, those on vomer in a natrow A -shaped band. Preoperculum serrated behind, some-
what produced at its angle. which is provided with three strong spines; opercular with three
flat spines. Gill-rakers 8+ 1414 on first gill arch.

* Contribution No. 867 from the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica.
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Dorsal orginating above base of pectorals, third or fourth spine longest, and some-
what less than longest soft dorsal ray. Second and third anal spine equal, much shorter than
soft anal rays. Pectorals rather long. Ventrals much shorter than pectorals. Caudal rounded.

Body scales ctenoids, maxillary naked, scales mostly very small on head.

Body colour in formalin reddish brown, with smaller black sports; cheek with three
dark brown streaks; upper two streaks radiating from posteriotr border of eye; the lower one
below eye on maxillary groove.

Interorbital region of frontals deeply concave and narrow; frontal crest forms lower ti-
dge; supraoccipital crest high; vertebrae 10+ 13 + hyputal; pyloric coeca 6 to 8.

Remarks the present species closely resembles Epinephelus epistictus (Temminck
et Schlegel), but differs from it in the following characteristics.

E. stigmogrammacus E. epistictus
(1) Pored seales to eaudal base 62—63, Pored seales to caudal base 68—72,
(2) Three dark brown streaks on cheek; body Without three dark brown streaks on cheek; body
with smaller black spots irregular. with three longitudinal rows of black spots.
(3) Interorbital region of frontals deeply Interorbital region of frontals econvex and

concave and narrow- wide.




