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SURFACE CURRENT IN BOHAI BAY OBSERVED ON
ERTS IMAGERY*

Ping Zhongliang

(Inslitute of Oceanology, Aecademia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

ERTS imagery is an effective means of monitoring coast current.

Turbid water visible on the satellite imagery makes splendid tracers of the near surface
curtent.

During most of the year, turbid water from the Huanghe River (Yellow River) flows
north-westwards along the south coast of the Bohai Bay. In the Bohai Bay apex, the current
reversed to the south eastern direction along the coast, and then flows though the north
‘part of the Bohai Bay into the central part of Bohai Sea.

Discharge from the Huanghe River and other rivers has great influence on the configura-
tion of the current but general pattern of the Bohai Bay cutrent has not changed.

Oceanic geological data have been used to verify the interpretation of the surface cur-
rent direction as deduced from ERTS imagery. Comparison of transportation vector of indi-
cative minerals of the Huanghe River and the Luanhe River with the current directions de-
duced from ERTS imagery shows similar patterns.

*Contribution No. 818 from the Institute of O canoclogy, Academia Sinica.



