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TREATMENT OF INJURY OF CHINESE RIVER DOLPHIN,
LIPOTES VEXILLIFER

Liu Renjun and Lin Kejie

(Institute of Hydrobiology, 4dcademia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

A male Chinese river dolphin Lipotes vexiliifer was caught alive by fisherman
on Jan. 11, 1980. Tt was wounded in several places during capture: Two hole made by
hook, both 4 cm in diameter and 8 cm in depth, were on its nape and a number of
skin abrasions were on its trunk,

At first, the wounds on the nape spread in area because of an improper handling
with H,0,, and they began to ulcerate. Then another treatment with a mixture of
Yunnan White Powder, Unguentum Vicenerskyi, ‘‘Sheng Jisan’’ and Gentamycin was
adopted. Stripes of gauze impregnated with the mixed drugs were dressed into/on
the wounds, and a special bandage in the form of a vest was applied to the wounds in
order to keep medical effect longer and protect the wounds from bacterial infection.
Besides, care in rearing the dolphin, such as keeping the pondwater quality in a good
condition, ete. was taken.

After a course of four months of such treatment, all the wounds healed up and
the dolphin is healthy and gaining weight in the pond.
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