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A NEW FISH OF THE FAMILY DRACONETTIDAE
——DRACONETTA MARGAROSTIGMA*

(heng Qingtai (Cheng Ching-tal) and Tian Mingcheng

(Instititte of Ocecanalogy, Academia Sinica)

Abstraet

Three specimens of fishes belonging to the Draconettidae were first captured on
February, 10, 1960, in South China Sea off the eastern coast of Hainan Island at a
depth ¢f 210m, one of them is identified as Draconctta xenica Jordan et Fowler,
1903, the other two are considered as a new species, here named Draconcita margaro-
stigma.

The genus Draconetta Jordan et Fowler, 1903, as known at present, amounts to
G species, they are D. zenica Jordan et Fowler, 1903, D. acanthopoma Regan, 1904,
D. pscudorenica Kamohara, 1952, D, oregona, Briges et Berry, 1959, D. africana
Smith 1963, and D. margaroestigma sp. nov. A compavison of their characteristics is
shown in the table,

Draconetta margarostigma Cheng et Tain sp. nov.

D. 111, .14; A, 13; P. 25; C. 12,

Body elongate, subcylindrical and rather depressed in front, Depth 7.1 in stan-
dard length; width 7.9—8.4; head 3.0—3.1; depth of caudal peduncle 15.3—15.8.
Head rather depressed. Snout pointed. Smnout 4.3—4.8 in head;'eves 3.0. Eyes very
large, close together on the upper part of head. Interorbital space very narrow.
Mouth small; maxillary reaching to below front border of eye. Teeth on jaws in
villiform bands. Gill opening rather broed, lateral. Operculum and suboperculum
each with a straight spine posteriorly.

Body smooth. Lateral line slender, beginning from the upper corner of the gill
opening, extending posteriorly 'to a position below the 9th to 10th dorsal ray.

Two dorsals, separated. First dorsal with three short and hard spines., Second
dorsal higher, rays prolonged in filaments at tips. Pectoral broad. Ventral subju-
gular. Caudal subrounded.

Body brown, rounded spots distributed equally on the posterior part of head and
on the side of body.

Holotype No. 59-213, & 92 mm.

paratype No. 59-252, 71 mm.

The Holotype and paratype are deposited in the Institute of Oceanology, Academia
Siniea, Qingdao.

* Contribution No. 534 from the Institute of Oceanology, Aecademia Sinica.



