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TWO NEW SPECIES OF CRABS FROM THE XISHA ISLANDS,
. GUANGDONG PROVINCE, CHINA*

Chen Huilian

(I’nkti,tute of Oceanology, Ac’adeﬂiia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

While studying the crab fauna of the Xisha Islands, the writer found two new
species. One belongs to the Genus .Dynomene, Family Dynomenidae, while the other
belongs to the Genus Micippa, Fa.m_lly Majidae. The descriptions of the new species
are given below:

1. Dynomene sinense sp. nov.

Holotype 12(I0AS-C00801) Shenhang Dao, Xisha Islands. 1958, IV, 13.

Paratype 15(10AS-C00802) Shi Dao, Xisha Islands. 1958, IV. 6.

. Body and appendageé (with exception of extremities of fingers) covered with
short hairs.

Carapace subcircular, dorsal surface covered with fine granules, regions are
slightly "defined. Front broadly triangular, broadly grooved ‘in the middle line.
Supraorbital and suborbital borders with granuled tubérclés. ~Anterolateral border of
carapace produced outward and coarsely granulated. .

" Chelipeds equal in size and shape. Fingers broadly gapped when closing, with
the extremites hollowed; inner border of movable finger with an obtuse tooth near
base; inner border of immovable fingér with 2 small teeth near base.

Merus of third pair of ambulatory leg relatively.broader and’ more coinpressed.

-Male first pleopod stout, extremity bluntly 1ounded with long setae. Male second
pleopod’ with trifurcated extremity. .. .

This new spe01es closely resembles Dynomene pmedator A Mllne Edwa,rds 1879

but differs from it in the followmg

*  Contribution No. 459 from the Institute of Oceanology, Academia. Sinica.
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Characters D. praedator A.Milne-Edwards D. sinense sp. nov.
1.Anterolateral border of carapace Jv ywith 3 obtuse tubercles © . with coarse granules
2.Merus of third pair of ambullatory legs |* + = relatively slender - relatively broader and more

compressed
3.Inner border of movable finger with a ‘tooth near extremxty with an obtuse tooth near base

with two teeth one near

i a
extremity, another near base with two teeth near base

4.Inner border of immovable finger

Micippa xishaensis sp. nov.

Holotype 15"(I0AS-C00780) Xisha Islands. 1956 XI.

Carapace longer than broad, the part behinid the orbital reglon subquadrate,
slightly broadened posteriorly; dorsal surface somewhat uneven and covered everywhere
‘with coarse gra.nules of various size. regions fa.lrly defined, hepatic regions strongly
depressed. . Frontal margin with two spines fused at the base, divergent at the end
and deflexed ventrally at an angle of about 45°, with tips directed outwards. Supra-
-ocular eaves with three tubercles, intercalary spine sharp. Postocular spine bifurcated.
Anterolateral border with seven tubercles, Posterolateral border with some tubercles and
3—4 larger blunt splnes. " Posterior border w1th two blunt splnes in the middle part.

Basal segment of antenna extremely broad: its’ inner and outer angles produced;
mear its outer angle is a bluntly triangular lobe projecting towards the dorsal surface.

Merus of the external maxillipeds shorter than' ischium, its inner -angle strongly
‘produced. ‘ \

. Chelipeds short and small; anterior and posterior borders of merus without spines
or tubercles. Palm about 1.5 times as long as broad, covered with granules and with
‘basal angles produced. Finger shorter than palm, its inmer border with small teeth.

Abdomen narrowly triangular, with seven distinet segments, telson bluntly rounded.
The first male abdominal appendage slender, its tip sharp.

This new spemes: closely resembles M. thalia (Herbst, 1804), but distinetly differs

from it in the following:

Character M. thalia (Herbst) M. :xichaensis sp: noy..
1.Dorsal surface of carapaoe with granules and long spines " with only coarse granules
2.Lateral border of carapace with more spines which are long | with less spines which are short and small
3.Basal segment of antenna granulated, inner orrgle not smooth, inner and outer angles produced,

’ produced, outer angle with. with an obtusely triangular lobe near the
4 small spines . : outer angle.






