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Fig. 1 Distribution of sea surface temperature (winter type)

a. 1985, 10.7; b. 1987. 11. 9; c. 1986, 12. 10; d. 1984. 2. 18,
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Fig. 2 Distribution 'of sea surface temperature (Summer type)
a. 1987. 4. 12; b. 1987. 5. 17; «c. 1986. 6. 18; d. 1986. 8. 29,
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Fig. 3 Current system and Fig. 4 Current system, ocean front
ocean front of sea surface and cold water band of sea surface
in Yellow Sea (winter) in Yellow Sea (summer)
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Fig. 5 Monthly variations of Liaonan Low Temperature Centres
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ABSTRACT

Analysis of the distributive characteristics and seasonal variations of the Yellow
Sea current system, cold water band and ocean front in winter and summer by
using satellite images showed that the warm water system and coastal water system
in the Yellow Sea have obvious seasonal characteristics. In winter, the coastal cur-
rent on both sides of this sea links up from north to south and forms with the
warm current of the central area, the West Circulation and East Circulation respec-
tively. In the warm season, in the east side and the west side of the Yellow Sea
surface layer are two cold water bands distributing from north to south and some
low temperature centres in them. The Liaonan Low Temperature Centre is the lon-
gest in continued period (from April to December). It is composed of two low tem-
perature centres: one is formed from winter’s remnant water; another is formed
from coastal cold water flowing southwards. The ocean fronts of the Yellow Sea
can be divided into winter and summer types. The cold water bands are as impor-
tant oceanic phenomenon 1n the Yellow Sea as the ocean front.
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