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THE CHEMICAL MEANS OF CONTROLLING RED TIDES*

Yu Zhiming Zou Jingzhong  Ma Ximian  Li Quansheng
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ABsTRACT

Removal of red tide organisms by chemical means is the most frequently used method in
the world. Removal can be by directly killing, precipitating with chemicals and flocculation
by natural minerals.

Directly killing the red tide organisms by chemicals (mainly cupric sulfate, sodium hy-
pochlorite, hydrogen peroxide, some organic compounds, etc.) has advantages of rapid effect
and simplicity for use, but entails problems of high cost, pollution and temporality of control.

Precipitating the red tide organisms (by chemicals such as inorganic coagulants, surfactant
and polymer coagulants) is very effective against blooming red tide, but is still too expensive

for wide areas.

Comparatively speaking, the most advantageous and practical method is to use natural
minerals such as clays to flocculate the red tide organisms, because there is abundant source ma-
terial and the method is non-pollutive. So it is seriouly developed and applied.
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