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REPRODUCTION AND GROWTH OF MAC ROPODUS CHINEN-
SIS AND ITS PREDACITY ON MOSQUITO LARVAE
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ABSTRACT

One of the Chinese labyrinth fishes Macropodus chinensis, lurks among weeds in ditches,
rice fields, channels and ponds- It preys massively on mosquito larvae, which render it an
effective pest control agent. A single one—year—old female weighing 1.8 to 2.0 g might take
up 96.2, 141.6 and even 247.0 larvae of Culex spp. a day at water temperatures 20.3, 22.2 and
25.7°C respectively. The females took up 72% more mosquito larvae than the males under the
same conditions. ‘

Macropodus chinensis is typically a fractional spawner. During the spawning season, May
to September, about 10 batches of eggs were casted, with an intervals of 8—I10 days between
batches. The number of eggs would be doubled for the two—years—old individuals. The fe-
male of 110-days-old might cast their first batc hes of about 400 eggs in the autumn of the cur-
rent year,

The newly hatched fry of the successive batches attained 31.1-38.7 mm in body length and
0.77—1.66 g in body weight after being reared 137—181 days in the aquaria. The linear growth
was slight faster than the growth of the body weight; afterwards, they were obviously reciprocal.



