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Fig. 1 Location of the stations
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Tab. 1 ‘The statistics of the “sea-bed drifter” released into sea and their recovery

Ao S | mwsiEEok | Edosk B A 3 B 38
1984.2 4 50 2 14 200 0.070
1984.3 17 50 8 32 850 0.038
1984.4 5 50 2 13 250 0.052
1984.5 13 50 6 26 650 0.040
1984.8 2 50 1 1 100 0.010
1984.9 6 50 4 24 300 0.080
1984.10 2 50 2 4 100 0.040
1985.9 4 50 4 4 200 0.020
1986.1 5 2125 R& 3 10 118 0.085
1986.12 3 50 3 27 150 0.180
1987.7 11 50 6 26 550 0,047
1988.5 10 50 (BHnk 6 53 483 0.110
I 1T A

1988.6 10 50 6 23 500 ) 0.046
1988.7 8 50 3 . 8 400 0.020
1984.2— 100 56 264 4 851 SE B

1988.7 0.054
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Fig. 3 The relation between the drifting time and distance of “sea-bed drifter”
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Fig. 4 The drifting directions of the “sea-bed drifter”
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Fig. 5 The modle pattern of the bottom current in Taiwan Strait
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BOTTOM CURRENT IN TAIWAN STRAIT*

Zhang Yiken, Weng Xuechuan, Zhang Qilong and Wang Congmin
(Institure of Oceanology, Academia Sinica, Qingdao, 266071)

ABsTrRACT

A great number of “sea-bed drifter” were released from Feb. 1984 to July, 1988 into the
Taiwan Strait and the sea area north of Taiwan (21°49—27°00’N, 117°45—122°00’E). Ac-
cording to the drifting results of the “sea-bed drifter” and the Taiwan Strait bottom current
data observed, the basic characteristics of the Taiwan Strait bottom current are analyzed,

1) The directions of the Taiwan Strait bottom current are mainly northward during the
year; the speeds of the bottom current in spring and summer are faster than that in autumn and

winter.
2) Along the coast of Fujian Province, the bottom current flows towards the shore; at

the east side of the Taiwan Strait, the bottom current mainly flows northeastwards along
the coast of Taiwan, but it is not clear that the bottom current flows towards sea shore there.

3) After entering East China Sea, the Taiwan Strait bottom current still flows towards
northeast. Near the area (27°00°N, 122°00’E), it converges with the Kuroshio Subsurface
Water coming from the northeast side of Taiwan, then flows northwards.

* Contribution No. 1819 from the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica.



