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CLASSIFICATION OF BAYS IN CHINA

Xia Dongxing and Liu Zhenxia
(Firss Institute of Oceanography, SOA, Qingdao)

ABssTrRACT

Based on the principle of the origin and configuration, bays in China may be classified into
three orders. Firstly, the bays formed during maximum transgression in the mid-Holocene are
classified as primary bays, the bays formed after that time as secondary bays according to the fo-
rmation age of the bay. Secondly, on the basis of their origins the primary bays may be subclas-
sified into the tectonic, the rock erosion, the estuary and the crater bays; the secondary bays may
be subclassified into the tiebar, the lagoon, the delta and the atoll bays. Lastly, according to the
plane pattern and formation manner, the estuary is subdivided into the drowned valley and the
negative delta; the lagoon can be subdivided into the barrier lagoon and the spit lagoon.



