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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FUZHOU BASIN AND
SHELF TRANSGRESSION IN THE WESTERN
COAST OF THE TAIWAN STRAIT*

Wang Shaohong

(Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica, Qingdao)

Abstract

The development of the Fuzhou Basin since the Late Pleistocene is discussed, based on
a study of the Quaternary foraminifera and diatom assemblages in 6 cores from the Fuzhou
Basin and the neighboring Minjiang River estuary. Lithofacies evidence and *C dating ana-
lysis show it has undergone 4 stages: (1) the pre-basin period of the Late Pleistocene; (2)
the lake basin bog period of the Early Holocene; (3) the Fuzhou Bay period of the Middle
Holocene; (4) the Fuzhou Basin period since the Late Holocene.

Results of the study suggest that the Middle Holocene shelf transgression in the Tai-
wan Strait brought about the formation of the bay whete now lies the Fuzhou Basin which
came into being as a result of the last regression, and that the sea level during the Middle
Holocene might have been higher than that of today.

* Contribution No. 981 from the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica.



