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TWO NEW SPECIES OF MACTRIDAE (MOLLUSCA BIVALVIA)
OFF THE CHINESE COAST*

Zhuang Qigian

(Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

While studying the materials of Mactridae collected by the Institute of Oceanology,
Academia Sinica, two species were found to be new to science. The description of the
new species is given below:

Meropesta sinojaponica sp. nov
Shell large, elongate ovate, thin, outline approach to Mya, posteriorly gapped.
Shell swollen, umbo rounded near the center. Anterior portion rounded; posterior
portion gradually compressed, acute at end. Shell surface covered by a yellow-
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brownish or red-brownish periostracum, rugose, growth line dull, only fine and regular
radial lines visible. Ligament external, but not separated from the Chondrophore.
Left valve: cardinal tooth A-shaped, anterior branch neighbouring with a sharp antero-
lateral tooth, the accessory plate beside the posterior branch rudimentary, postero-
lateral tooth strong. Right valve: anterior branch of cardinal tooth and ventero-
lateral tooth are arranged at the same straight line; posterior branch large, two
lateral teeth at each side.

Inner side white, pallial line obvious, pallial sinus deep, occupies 2/3 of total
length.

Siphon long, united, ecovered with a rough-tight coat.

This species is a deep burrower which lives on the mid-littoral sandy-mud beach
or esturies. It is widely distributed along our coast. We have collected 33 specimens
from the Bohai Sea southward to the coast of Guangdong province.

Measurement (mm) height 38, length 59, width 26.

39 58 25.5

Locality  holotype No. M25771, Qingdao (Shandong province)
paratype No. M25772, Longhai County (Fujian province)

Heterocardia elliptica sp. nov.

Shell nearly elliptic, thin and fragile, posteriorly gapped. Umbo small, not pro-
truded, situated at the center, umbo inclined to anterior.

Anterior portion compressed, margin rounded; posterior portion slightly swollen,
postero-dorsal margin arched, slightly truncate at the posterior end. Surface ashy
white, growth line definite, but rugose at the anterior portion. Lunule protruded, keel
shaped, escutcheon narrow, deeper in center. External ligament separated from Chon-
drophore.

Left valve Cardinal tooth high, anterior branch inclined to dorsal portion, base
contacted with antero-lateral teeth; posterior branch margin neighbouring with Chon-
drophore, behind the lattér is an accessory plate, two lateral teeth, anterolateral teeth
short and high, postero-lateral teeth oblique, long, lamelli-form.

Right valve Antero-cardinal tooth situated at the dorsal margin; postero-
“cardinal teeth parallel with the Chondrophore, two antero-lateral teeth, dorsal one
small, connected with antero-cardinal tooth, central one strong, short, high and acute,
two postero-lateral teeth almost equal in length, parallel.

Pallial sinus deep, rounded, tip reached to the center.

Measurement (mm) height 34, length 46, width 17.

Type locality (holotype) No. M25773, Nanao Island (South China Sea).





