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ABSTRACT

In working on the Syllidae from the Chinese waters, an endoparasitic polychaete
was found in the body cavity of Sphaerosyllis pirifera Claparéde. It is referred to the
interested but little known genus Labrorostratus Saint-Joseph, 1888 (family Arabellidae),
of which only one species, Labrorostratus poarasiticus Saint-Joseph, has been known. The
present finding is the first record of this species from the Chinese waters and is also
discovered for the first time in the host Sphaerosyllis pirifera Claparéde.

A majority of the polychaetes are free-living. Commensalism is rather common,
but internal parasitism is rare indeed. Among the relatively few cases reported are
the lumbrinerid-like polychaetes belonging to the family Euecinidae. 10 of the known
lumbrinerid-like parasites belong to the families Arabellidae and Lumbrineridae (only
one species, Haematocleptes terebellides Wirén).

A short description of the morphology of the endoparasitic polychaete Labroros-
tratus parasiticus Saint-Joseph is given here. The host Sphaerosyllis pirifera Claparéde
is abundantly distributed in the littoral zone of the Huanghai Sea (Qingdao and
Beidaihe).

* Contribution No. 686 from the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica.
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