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THE A AND B END-MEMBER SAMPLES IN
THE A-B CORRELATION METHOD*

Fan Shouzhi

(Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

In this paper, we discuss how to select the A and B end-members in the A-B
correlation method directly from the data matrix of samples studied.

Provided X; (any one of samples studied) can be considered as a compound
vector

X, = a,A + 5B

(i=1,2, ---N)
where @, and b; are two positive numbers or zero and N is the total number of samples,
the following formula is always correct

Q4.8 < Qi,i
(i, j=1, 2, ---N)
where Q,,» and Q;; are the values of factor @ between end-members 4 and B and
between any two samples X; and Xj, separately.
According to the formula above, we can select the end-members 4 and B by means
of computer based on
Q48 = MinQ;,;
(i, =1, 2, ---N),

D BEHELXNR.
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