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STUDIES ON CEPHALASPIDEA (OPISTHOBRAN-
CHIA) FAUNA OF CHINA SEAS*

Lin Guangyu

(Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

ABssTRACT

Cephalaspidea is one of the primitive group of Opisthobranchia, Gastropoda,
Mollusca and is particularly common in tropical and subtropical waters of the Indo-
Pacifio region.

The Cephalaspidea fauna of China is mainly composed of tropical and subtrop-
ical species, and also a lot of temperate species, but no cold water and circumtrop-
ical species have been found. It is closely related to that of Southern Japan fauna.

Among the 145 species and subspecies of Cephalaspidea found in the China Sea.
45 species are found in the Bohai Sea-Yellow Sea, which mainly of temperate spec-
ies; 66 species mainly composed of warm species and a lot of temperate species are
found in the East China Sea; 104 species occuring in the South China Sea are com-
posed of tropical and subtropical species, the temperate species reduced.

* Contribution No. 2419 from the Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences..



