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A NEW SPECIES OF THE GENUS HETEROPSAMMIA
FROM THE NAN HAI*

Tang Zhican and Pei Zunan

(Institﬂfe of Oceanology, Academia VSim'ca)

- ABSTRACT

In working on the Séleractinian corals commensal with sipunculid worms collected
from the Chinese waters during 1958—1960, we found one remarkable specimen of
the genus Heteropsammia (Scleractinia, Dendrophylliidae), from the Nan Hai (South
China Sea) which differs from the recorded species of the genus in outline, After
careful examination, we are certain that it is a species new to science.

Description of the species is as follows-

Heteropsammza sinensis sp. nov. (PL I. 1—4)

Holotype ~ No. N158B-87, height of corallum 7 mm, major axis of cahce 7.6 m;m,
minor axis 5mm, diameter of base 9 X:5mm, depth of calicular fossa 3 mm. Dred-

* Contribution No. 441 from the -Institute. of Oceanology, Academia Sinica.
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ged from off the southwest coast of Hainan Island, Guangdong Province, 18°15" N,
108°45’E, 78 m, muddy sand, March 12, 1960.

Specimen deposited in the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica, Qingdao.

Corallum simple, free, strongly compressed and slightly convex at the middle, in
side view bag-shaped in outline. Calice elliptical; base markedly arched, the pro-
jecting end with a large and circular opening which is the opening of the tube en-
closing commensal sipuneulid. There are 6 smaller openings communicating with the
above-mentioned tubular burrow on the lower part of the wall.

Wall thick and spongy, its surface without costae but with a considerable num-
ber of stout conical granules, not connected with each other and irregularly arran-
ged on the upper part; those at the lower part of wall down to the base, usually
two or three connected to one another, and more or less arranged in obligue rows.

Septa 48 in number, arranged in 4 complete cycles of hexameral plan. Septa of
the first two cycles largest, subequal distinetly thickened, spongy and markedly ex-
serted at the ecalicular margin; their inner edges reaching columella. Septa of the
third cycle smallest. Septa of fourth cyele closely placed on both sides of those of
the first two ecycles, and coalescing with them at the calicular margin; their inner
edges meeting each other about half-way to the columella, forming a triangle, and
enclosing the narrow and small septa of the third cyele. All the septal edges are rather
straight, being feebly crinkled on the upper part, and being irregularly dentate on the
lower part; their lateral surfaces not evenly perforated, densely covered with long
spinous granules.

Calicular fossa deep and straight. Pali absent.. Columella spongy, elliptical,
slightly concave at the middle, its surface with a few irregular laminae, flatly pla-
ced on the bottom of calicular fossa and horizontally coalesced to one another.

This species is easily distinguished from its congeners in the shape of the coral-
lum being strongly compressed, with slightly convex middle portion and markedly
arched base, and in the shape and mode of arrangement of the granules on the sur-
face of the wall and Dbase.
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