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THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE MONTHLY AVERAGE
SURFACE CURRENTS IN THE TAIWAN STRAIT
AND THE MONTHLY MEAN SEA LEVEL
DIFFERENCES ACROSS IT*

Guan Bingxian

" (Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

The Taiwan Strait is 'a very important sea region for ship-sailing and fishery
activities, but the current data in the Strait are very scant up to now.

In this paper, based on the historical data at hand, the co-relative relations be-
tween the monthly average surface currents in the Strait and the monthly M. S. L.
- differences” across the Strait, the monthly M. S. L. differences across the Strait and.
the monthly M. S.L. at the western coast were analysed. The results show that a
positive co- -relative relation of sufficient 51gn1flcance exists between the former two
sets data and while a negative co-relative relation of relative significance exists be-
tween the latter two sets data. Therefore, it is possible to foreeast the tendency of
variations of the monthly average surface current in the Strait according to the
monthly M. S.L. at the western coast (for example, Amoy).

These empirical relations may be useful for the study of the tendency—forecast of
the current in the Strait.

* Contribu‘tion No. 448 from the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica.



