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Studies on ithe metamorphosis of the snake eel,

CirrhAimuraena chinensis Kaup.

Chang Youwei, Xiao Zheayi

Xu Dingsheng

(Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica) (Fujian Institute ol Fisheries Science)

Abstract

In the present paper the imporiant morphological characters of the leptocephali and the

elver of Cirrhimuraena chinznsis Kaup, are described, The speciemens were collected from

the inshore water of Amoy Bay, Fujiau, China, from May to June in 1980,

From the result of our rearing experiment it can be concluded that the metamorphosis of

the elver is ascomplished in about 15—25 days, As many as

three stages of 'me:.amorphoses

are discerned, The diagnostic {catures for each of them are described, The diagnostic cha-

raciers of other ophichihid cels are discussed also,



