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THE ECOLOGICAL STUDIES ON SEA-GRASSES OF CHINA

Yang Tsungday

(Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

Seagrasses are aquatic angiosperms which are completely adapted to the marine

environment,
into 12 genera,
haritaceae,

The number of species is rather small,

both families being classified into the order of Helobiae,

about 50, They are divided

9 of which belong to Potamogetonaceae and the other 3 to Hydroc-

The taxono-

mic composition of the group is shown in table 1,

Seagrasses show a high degree of uniformity in their vegetative appearances;

nearly all genera have well-developed rhizomes and linear or strap-shaped leaves,

Halophila being the only exception,
ferred to as %Enhalids”,

Therefore,Seagrasses have generally heen re-
A closer inspection shows that the mode of growth, the

branching system, and the anatomical structure of the seagrasses exhibit a consi-

derable degree of diversity, The seagrasses can be subdivided by these characte-

ristics into at least six categories;
Enhalids,

with diversities of ecological factors,
nd in all kinds of habitats,

tertidal belt down to considerable depths,

Parvozos terids,
Halophilids and Amphibolids,

The various growth forms recognized among the seagrasses seem to be

Magnozosterids, Syringodiids,

linked

Parvozosterids and Halophilids can be fou-
from coarse sand to almost liqguid mud, from the in-
and from the open sea to the estuaries,
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