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Abstract: Seaweed cultivation and utilization constitute an important branch of marine agronomy and refinery in-
dustry. Due to the efforts of several generations in the last century, many prominent techniques were successfully
implemented for the nursery cultivation of Saccharina, Pyropia, Gracilaria, Undaria, and Sargassum. These
breakthroughs guaranteed the industrialization of these commercial seaweeds in China and provided a solid founda-
tion for China to reach the top in the world’s seaweed industry. The seaweed cultivation provides food, phycocol-
loids, nutraceuticals, functional foods, cosmeceuticals, pharmaceuticals etc., to humans. It also immensely benefits
the socio-economic development. By absorbing large amounts of CO,, N, and P from the environment, it plays an
important role in improving the ecological environment, especially in terms of ocean health. The objective of this
paper is to concisely review the research progress of seaweed cultivation and utilization in China, including their
history, the key techniques that are implemented, and the contributions of Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences. Furthermore, the paper explores the prospective trends and future problems in the development of

cultivation and utilization of the economical seaweeds.
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