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Fig. 1  Phyllocomus chinensis Sui & Li, 2017, body and tube
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Abstract: The suborder Terebellomorpha is a large group in the class Polychaeta of Annelida. These organisms are
usually tubicolous, marine living, distributed from the seashore to the deep sea, with a high diversity of morphology
and habitats. The species diversity is high in intertidal zone and shallow waters, with many endemic species. This
suborder is an important benthic annelid group that plays a vital role in marine ecosystems and biodiversity. Be-
cause of their variable morphology, complicated habitats, and many complex genera, studying their taxonomy and
phylogeny is challenging. The knowledge of their taxonomy, phylogeny, and faunal characteristics from the China
seas is poor. This study aims to approach the phylogenetic relationship of the subgroup Terebellomorpha based on a

systematic study of its fauna from the China seas and establish a more natural system.
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