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Tab.3 Top 53 of the most frequently used keywords
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2 60 Deep sea 28 9 Deep-sea fish
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13 15 Bacteria 36 7 Stable isotopes
13 15 fish 36 7 SYSTEMATICS
13 15 mitochondrial DNA 42 6 bathyal
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Current status and hot topics in seamount biodiversity re-
search: a bibliometric analysis based on the SCI-E database
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Abstract: We performed a bibliometric analysis to evaluate the global scientific production on seamount biodiver-
sity research from 1991 to 2014. This analysis was conducted based on the Science Citation Index Expanded data-
base. The following important aspects were analyzed: publication performance, research emphasis, and research
trends. USA published the highest number of papers in this field, and the National Institute of Water and Atmos-
pheric Research, New Zealand, was analyzed to be the most productive institution. Analyses of author keywords
suggest “new species” and “taxonomy” to be the two most frequently studied subject areas. Topics such as “hydro-
thermal vent, ” “mitochondrial DNA, ” and “conservation” have become increasingly common. Furthermore, our

findings suggest that domestic research in this area is still in its infancy and needs to be strengthened.
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