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Fig. 1 Classification system of imposex evolution in prosobranchs (from Fioroni et al. ' and Stroben et al."*!)
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Tab.1 Investigation results of imposex in Nassarius spp.

/ mm

- mm mm mm
2000 - 07 80 0.67 31.1 13.8 30.7 4.9
2001 - 03 20 1.22 21.6 15.3 22.1 12.5
2002 - 08 2 1.00 26.4 14.7 25.9 9.8
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Fig.2  Morphological characteristics of male, female and imposex specimens of Nassarius spp .
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Fig.3  Updated classification system of imposex evolution in gastropod
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Abstract  From March 2000 to October 2002, a large scale investigation was conducted in the coastal waters of China

for imposex in gastropod. Nassarius siquijorensis, N.

thersites and N. hepaticus were collected from Shantou Harbor,

Zhanjiang Harbor and Xiamen Harbor, respectively. All these three N. spp. were found to be affected by imposex. Ac-

cording to the imposex development of N. spp, the present imposex classification system was updated. The structural effect

in males was also discussed by comparing the morphological characteristics of normal males with the imposex specimens.
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