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Abstract e Population density is a principal index of human impact on the environment. In China population density of
islands of size 0.000 5~ 1 km’ is as high as 1 338 persons/ km®, twice that of larger islands and more than 11 times the
national average. Furthemmore, these small islands are numerous representing 98 % of the total number of islands around the

countty. Recently they have became a new frontier of marine development due to their special location and resources. Partly
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because of their small size, however, these small islands have not been well defined in island area — size — based classifi-

cation systems. Using population density as a classification index, this paper coins the term of micro — island for 1slands

which are 0.000 5~1 km® in area size. Ecosystem of micro — islands are particularly vunerable usually due to a shortage
of fresh water, soil and vegetation coverage, in addition to frequent natural disasters and a limited carrying capacity. De-
velopment stategles, must, therefore, pay particular attention to sustainable development models. This Paper proposes

strategies for micro — island environmental, social and economic development, including marine landscape preservation,
marine farming, ecological agriculture, eco — tourism, harbor, and other marine development bases.
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