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Abstract

Data from the Topex/poseidon altimeter from October 1992 to Dece mber 1998 was used for statistical
analysis of significant wave height (S WH) . The research included work on te mporal characteristics of
statistical distribution of mixed wave height composition factor in the Atlantic Ocean from successive Jamr
uary to Dece mber periods. The results indicated that mixed wave height composition factor occurred most
frequently in summer at 1.4. In winter it was about 1.2 and 1. 3 in other seasons. During July, August
and Septe mber over 90 % of the waves were swell waves, at this time the probability of swell waves was 65
% . In the other months , the number was about 85 %, and the probability of swell waves is much greater
than that of wind waves is 60 % . In other words, the swell waves exist in the whole Atlantic Ocean

perennially .
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