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Abstract

Current measurement and traces of drift bottles and drift cards show existence of a mesoscale anticyclonic eddy in
the Q ingdao-Shidao Offshore round the year. A two dimensional barotropic numerical m odel is first em ployed to m od-
elling this eddy phenom inon. It is shown that in winter, the northwestward Yellow Sea Warm Current (YSWC) forced
by winter m osoon can reach to Q ingdao Offshore and then diverged into two branchs. The left one joins w ith the Yellow
Sea Coastal Current (YSCC) along main land coast. The right one flows northeastward and forms the anticyclonic eddy

w ith YSCC from northen Yellow Sea. The computational results agree well w ith observations.
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