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Fig.1 The stations visited during the 1996 summer cruise
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Abstract

In order to obtain a systematic and region-scale understanding of the sediment dynam ics of the southern
Yellow Sea, a cruise to the region was organised jointly by the Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of
Sciences, and the Department of Oceanography, the University of Seoul, in June-July 1996. Progress achieved
from this cruise includes that: (1) the influence of the material input from the Huanghe River is evaluated on
the basis of the sediment colour, (2)continuous echo-sounding records are obtained along two east-west trend-
ing profiles, (3)for the first time the exact distribution pattern of the mud deposits over the eastern part of the
region is identified; (4)a progress is made in the study on the characteristics of the central mud deposit; (5) new
data with regard to distribution patterns of suspended matter are collected; and (6) the hydrodynam ic conditions

for the form ation of the eastern mud deposit are revealed.



