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Fig. 2 The sectional distributions of temperature and salinity (May, 1992)
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Abstract

The characteristics of thermohaline structures in the South Yellow Sea in spring ate analyzed based on
CTD data obsérved in this sea area in May,1992.

The results are as follows:

1. In spring, the thermohaline structures in the South Yellow Sea are in a transitional period from the
winter pattern to the summer pattern. At this time, the water in the whole area can be divided into upper
layer and lower layer using approximately 20m depth as a demarcation. The structures of temperature and
salinity in the upper surface layer show basically the characteristics of the summer pattern, but those in the
lower .bottom layer are still of some properties of the winter pattern.

2. The characteristics of thermohaline structures are in close relationship with the distributions of wa-
ter masses, that is, the different structures of temperature and salinity are cotresponding with the different

water masses, conversely, the same water mass has the similar thermohaline structures.



