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DISCUSSION ON RADIOCARBON AGES OF SHELLS IN
COASTAL AND SHELF DEPOSITS AND ITS
GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION
Chen Yijian
(Institute of Geology, National Seismological Bureau)
Abstract
Shells in coastal and shelf deposits are important material for studying the sea and its chan-
ges, The ages of 168 samples of marine shells were determinated by C'4 dating recently, But the
results are subject to change that will affect the interpretation of the data, ;
In this paper, the possible sources of error in Ci4 dating of shells and the effects of. geol-

ogical and geomorphic factors on interpreting the data are first discussed, Finally, based upon
the ages of the 168 shells, the trend of the sea-level changes during the last 30,000 years |is

jliustrated,
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